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'On Drugs, Inmigration and Graft

By JOEL BRINKLEY
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 13 — Federal
. officials, testifying before a Senate
subcommittee today, offered what they
characterized as the sharpest public
criticism of Mexico that has come out
of the United States Government in
many years. :
' The officials, testitying before the
Foreign Relations Committee’s Sub-
committee on Western Hemisphere Af-
fairs, criticized the Mexican Govern-
ment’s handling of illegal immigration,
drug trafficking, government corrup-
tion and the nation’s troubled economy.

The head of the United States Cus-
toms Service, Willlam von.Raab, ac-
cused the governor of one Mexican
state of growing marijuana and opium
poppies on his own farms, which, Mr.
von Raab said, were being guarded by
the Mexican Army. .

Senator Frank H. Murkowski, Re-
publican of Alaska, asked the witnesses
whether certain relatives of the Mexi-
can President, Miguel de la Madrid,

were drug traffickers. The guestion,

Senate aides said, came out of intelli-1
n information given duri a
closed subcommittee hearing on Mex-
ico yesterday. Mr. von Raab answered,
““We have no comment on that in a pub-
lic hearing.” ‘

Leonardo Firench Iduarte, the Mexi- |
can Embassy press and public affairs :
officer, called the suggestion that Mr.
de la Madrid's relatives were involved
in drug dealing ‘“‘an irresponsible and
preposterous allegation.”

Even the State Department, nor-
mally reluctant to publicly rebuke a
friendly nation, joined in the criticism.
Elliott Abrams, Assistant Secretary of
State for Inter-American Affairs,
lauded the subcommittee and its chair-
man, Senator Jesse Helms, Republican
of North Carolina, for holding ‘“‘this ;
novel hearing.”

In Mexico City, President de la Ma-
drid’s information office said there
were no plans to respond directly to the

1

Jstatunems in Washington, ‘I'he Assocl-
ated Press reported. But it said Mexi-
co’s top legal official, Attorney General
Sergio Garcfa Ramirez, reacted indig-
nantly to reports from United States of-

ficials that corruption at all levels of

‘It May. Get to Be Too Late’

ment may be 0 strong that it is hard or
impossible to root it out.”

““This is a very serious business,’’ he
added, because the Mexican Govern-
ment “needs to know how it
is for U.S.-Mexican relations if they
don’t get a hold of the situation.”

‘ Mexico’s law-enforcement system was

| helping drug traffickers prosper.

Governmest .
Mr. Ffrench, the Mexican Embassy
officer, said the was ‘‘quite

partial and biased” “only dealt'
with tive facts, not with “the ef--
forts m accomplishments of the Mex-

ican Government." Holding such hear-.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000200810014-9



